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October 11, 1956
Requiem for a Heavyweight debuts.

In the 1997 PBS special Submitted for Your 
Approval, Playhouse 90 producer Martin Manulis 
(pictured at right with Rod Serling) talked about it:

"Even this many years later, I feel everything that I 
felt then about the night of the performance of Requiem 
for a Heavyweight. We sat in the control room and for 
ninety minutes, it just held. The excitement was 
unbelievable. Rod Serling's work was so electric to 
begin with, and it just was a triumph.

"I was about to run out to the floor when they called 
me back. [The owner of CBS, William H.] Paley was on 
the phone. It was the first time we'd heard from him after 
a show. And he said,

'Tell everyone, especially Rod Serling, that 
tonight we put Television about ten years ahead.'"

In 1957, Requiem for a Heavyweight won four EMMYs, including Best Teleplay for Rod Serling. Read about 
Rod’s six EMMY awards, more than any other writer in the history of Television, at www.rodserling.com.


