September 22, 1959

Mike Wallace questioned Rod Serling about the writer’s
fights with the networks over censorship. Less than two
weeks before the premiere of Twilight Zone, Serling worked
hard to protect his coming artistic freedom:

Wallace: “ Well, you're not going to be able to cop a plea or chop an
axe because you're going to be obviously working so hard on The
Twilight Zone that in essence, for the time being and for the
foreseeable future, you've given up on writing anything important for
television, right?”

Serling: “ Yeah. Well, again, thisis a semantic thing— mportant for
television. | don't know. If by important you mean I'm not going to try
to delve into current social problems dramatically, you're quite right.
['m not.”

In 1997, Wallace reflected on the exchange:

" At the time he did the interview, he'd just gotten through battling
censor ship and gotten through battling the system. So of course he
was going to say, 'lI'm not going to do anything controversial."
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