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“Everybody has to have a hometown, Binghamton’s mine. In the “Everybody has to have a hometown, Binghamton’s mine. In the 
strangely brittle, terribly sensitive make-up of a human being, strangely brittle, terribly sensitive make-up of a human being, 

there is a need for a place to hang a hat or a kind of geographical there is a need for a place to hang a hat or a kind of geographical 
womb to crawl back into, or maybe just a place that’s familiar womb to crawl back into, or maybe just a place that’s familiar 
because that’s where you grew up. When I dig back through because that’s where you grew up. When I dig back through 

memory cells, I get one particularly distinctive feeling—and that’s memory cells, I get one particularly distinctive feeling—and that’s 
one of warmth, comfort and well-being. For whatever else I may one of warmth, comfort and well-being. For whatever else I may 

have had, or lost, or will � nd—I’ve still got a hometown. � is, have had, or lost, or will � nd—I’ve still got a hometown. � is, 
nobody’s gonna take away from me.”nobody’s gonna take away from me.”

Rod Serling 1924 - 1975Rod Serling 1924 - 1975



 ROD SERLING MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

There were several attempts to memorialize Rod 
Serling following his death. Don Snyder, former 
general manager of WNBF-TV, in editorials on 
two different occasions, urged the community to 
remember Rod Serling in some signifi cant manner. 
Through a well-received 1981 documentary entitled 
“Rod Serling: Remembered” on WMGC-TV, news 
anchor Julie Ross spurred public interest with a 
suggestion that Recreation Park or the high school 
might be named after Rod. On June 11th, 1983, 
Mayor Juanita Crabb and the Binghamton Local 
Development Corporation made possible the world 
premiere of “Twilight Zone The Movie” at the Crest 
Theatre in Binghamton New York.

In February 1985, the Rod Serling Memorial 
Committee was formed. A year later In the fall of 
1986, the Committee became the ROD SERLING 
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION and was later recognized 
as a non-profi t, tax exempt organization in 1987.

Rod Serling’s achievements in playwriting, speech making 
and broadcasting are considerable and important. As 
members of The Rod Serling Memorial Foundation, we 
dedicate ourselves to promote and preserve this great 
man’s contributions to the Arts and Humanities.

We pledge to educate the public about Rod Serling’s 
genius and his passion, hoping that they will understand 
and appreciate his mastery of the creative arts, his unique 
understanding of human relationships, his esteem as a writer, 
his generosity as a speaker in and around Binghamton, and 
his uncompromising commitment to quality.

Your annual donation to the Rod Serling Memorial Foundation helps us maintain monuments, 
sponsor scholarships, grant awards and hold events like SerlingFest. As an annual donor, 
you’ll receive:

• Your name displayed on our online membership page
• A yourname@rodserling.com email forwarding address
• Access to our online video collection created exclusively for the Foundation: Meet Rod 

Serling, and to additional videos created by the Foundation
• Current active members get advanced access to our newsletter, and an exclusive end-

of-year collector’s physical copy

Rod Serling Memorial Foundation
Box 2101, Binghamton, New York USA 13902-2101

www.RodSerling.com
NON-PROFIT PLEDGE The Rod Serling Memorial Foundation is operated exclusively for the above and other non-profi t purposes, and is registered with 
the IRS as a non-profi t entity. No part of any net earnings shall inure to the benefi t of any private member.

Join us!



Rod Serling was born in Syracuse, but Binghamton was his 
hometown. He grew up in Binghamton, graduated from 
Binghamton Central High School, and regularly revisited the 
neighborhood long after he had relocated to Pacific Palisades, 
California. Recreation Park, half a mile from Rod’s boyhood home 
at 67 Bennett Avenue, inspired key elements of the beloved 
Twilight Zone episode “Walking Distance,” the story of a man 
desperate to return to his idyllic childhood. Today, a marker can 
be found in the park’s bandstand, acknowledging the park’s role 
in inspiring Rod’s script. 

The Rod Serling Memorial Foundation is proud to have taken a 
role in erecting a monument worthy of Rod Serling’s genius; a monument that properly recognizes 
his love for his hometown; a monument that will remind everyone who visits it that one of the 20th 
century’s greatest writers called Binghamton home.

 ROD AND BINGHAMTON 

Top: Rod Serling’s teacher and mentor, Helen Foley, poses next to his marker on the front lawn 
of Binghamton High School; The current, recently repainted sign.

Second row: Tributes inside Binghamton High School; The Serling family home  
Third row: Rod Serling is honored at the Broome County Forum Theatre.



by Tony Albarella

The Concept
Less than a decade after Rod Serling’s passing, the Rod Serling 
Memorial Foundation was formed to honor the writer, promote 
his works, and celebrate his unique connections to his hometown 
of Binghamton, New York. A primary goal from the organization’s 
inception was to place markers in and around the town to 
commemorate Serling. Several memorials resulted from these 
early efforts, including a downtown Walk-of-Fame star, a historical 
sign in front of Binghamton High School, and a plaque mounted in 
the bandstand at Recreation Park.

Another lofty objective, unrealized at the time, was creation 
and placement of the ultimate physical memorial: a statue. The 
realization of such a project, as it turned out, required more than 
mere local fundraising, phone calls, and elbow grease. Facing 
political headwinds, town ordinances, and the daunting prospect 
of significant financial backing, the RSMF’s band of founders 
and supporters had to shelve this particular dream for nearly four 
decades.

Flash-forward to 2020, when current RSMF President Nick Parisi 
first decided to pull that dream down from the shelf, blow off the 
dust, and present it to the board of directors. Nick and the board 
began to investigate options, make connections, and intensify 
efforts to resurrect the project. The first tangible result manifested 
in August of 2021, during our annual SerlingFest celebration, when 
we launched our initial Kickstarter campaign: As Timeless as 
Infinity – a Rod Serling Monument.

Based on research and cost projections, we set a goal of $90,000 
to cover the undertaking. While interest and investment was 
high among the Serling faithful, we seemed to run into a bit of 
a headwind ourselves; with the world still shifting and clawing its 
way back from the COVID-19 pandemic, funding a statue was 
not at the top of the personal to-do list for most people. By the 
end of the campaign, 225 people had pledged just over $45,000 
– a respectable figure but one that, while providing a great 
gauge of interest and support, fell well short of our goal. And 
since Kickstarter is an all-or-nothing proposition, we received none 
of those pledged donations. With regret, we hoisted the Serling 
statue dream back up on the shelf.

Evolution

Thankfully, it didn’t remain there for long. Assemblywoman Donna 
Lupardo, long a proponent of Foundation endeavors, noted 
the unsuccessful campaign and became actively involved 
in our project. With her help we secured a $50,000 New York 
State grant, and with that as our new “startup fund,” we ran a 
second Kickstarter campaign in 2023, this time with a much more 
manageable goal of $35,000. Interest and backing proved even 
higher than our first attempt. 273 people supported the project, 
surpassing our goal and raising a total of $47,765.

Although additional funds were required to cover the base and 
other ancillary costs, the money we raised proved enough to pay 
for all phases of the statue’s development, and we sincerely thank 
our dedicated supporters.

The statue was created by Statues.com, based out of Utah. 
The Foundation’s board was closely involved in every step of its 
design and creation. Anne Serling visited the facility during the 
process to see and approve the likeness of her father in person. 
As to the location for permanent placement of the statue, this is 

 THE BRAND NEW, FORTY-YEAR-OLD STATUE 



a given and was never in doubt. If there’s anywhere on the planet 
that this eternal effigy of Rod Serling truly belongs, it is nestled 
within Binghamton’s Recreation Park. A fixture of Serling’s beloved 
childhood, Recreation Park is the setting that inspired Twilight Zone’s 
“Walking Distance” and so much more of his nostalgia-tinged work.

At long last, we are there. A dream nearly four decades in the 
making comes to fruition on September 15, 2024. That’s when 
the wrappings come off of our newly-installed statue, tributes are 
spoken, photos are snapped, and a dedication ceremony takes 
place in the presence of family, friends, and the Binghamton 
community. That’s when a larger-than-life replica of Rod Serling 
begins a sentinel watch over Recreation Park. That’s when the 
afternoon sun brings a reflected glint into bronze eyes and the 
sounds of laughing children blend with calliope music and drift over 
bronze ears...for all the summers to come.

When I was young (born in 1966), when my dad and I would hang out 
and watch Twilight Zone on our box TV with the bunny ear antennas, 
LOL…. Even as a teen, I found myself captivated by Twilight Zone, 
eagerly awaiting to see how the stories would unfold. While I can’t 
recall specific episodes, I’ve always been drawn to the unique style and 
intriguing plotlines.

As I grew older, my fascination with the unknown has only deepened, 
and I’m always pondering life’s mysteries, both above and below.

Throughout our 32 years in business, my husband Vasili and I, both 
Twilight Zone fans (he even watched it while growing up in Greece!), 
have had the privilege of working on various projects. However, 
creating the statue of Rod Serling stands out as a highlight in our 
business career.

While we’ve worked on numerous important and meaningful projects, 
crafting the statue of Rod Serling will forever hold a special place in our 
hearts. It’s been an absolute joy and honor to contribute to this public 
art statue project, and we’re grateful for the opportunity to support it!

Victoria Karpos
Custom Statue Project Coordinator, MARBLECast Products, Inc. www.statues.com

Also at Recreation Park 
The Rod Serling carousel and gazebo/ medallion



 ROD SERLING MEMORIAL FOUNDATION PRESENTERS 

Nick Parisi
Nicholas Parisi currently serves as president of the Rod Serling Memorial Foundation. 
He is the author of Rod Serling: His Life, Work and Imagination (University Press of 
Mississippi, 2018) and the self-published, America’s Twilight Zone: How Rod Serling 
Foreshadowed the Age of Trump. He has appeared on dozens of radio shows, 
podcasts, and television shows, including CBS Inside Edition, Coast to Coast AM, 
and Gilbert Gottfried’s Amazing Colossal Podcast. Nick is also a vocalist and 
musician. His band, Arioch, released a CD with the Serling-inspired title “Between 
Light and Shadow” on Retrospect Records in 2009. He recently completed writing 
the book, music, and lyrics for a musical inspired by Rod Serling’s work.

Anne Serling
Rod and Carol Serling’s youngest daughter, Anne is the author of As I Knew 
Him: My Dad, Rod Serling. Before becoming a full-time writer, she was an early 
childhood teacher. Anne serves on the board of directors of the Rod
Serling Memorial Foundation.  

Anne’s work has been published in The Twilight Zone: The Original Stories; and 
The Twilight Zone Magazine, in which she adapted two of her father’s teleplays 
into short stories; she has had poetry published in The Cornell Daily Sun and 
Visions. Her work has also appeared at Salon.com and The Huffington Post.

Mark Olshaker
Mark Olshaker is an Emmy-winning documentary filmmaker and author of 
fourteen nonfiction books and five novels, including Einstein’s Brain and The 
Edge. His books with former FBI Special Agent John Douglas, beginning with 
Mindhunter (basis for the Netflix series), have sold millions of copies worldwide. 
With Dr. Michael Osterholm he wrote Deadliest Enemy: Our War Against Killer 
Germs, and the forthcoming The Big One: How to Prepare for World-Altering
Pandemics to Come. Olshaker a member of the Board of the Rod Serling 
Memorial Foundation. He first met his literary hero Serling when he was fourteen 
and they maintained a close relationship until Rod’s passing ten years later.

Tony Albarella
Tony Albarella is the editor of the ten-volume book series As Timeless As Infinity, 
which reprints all 92 of Rod Serling’s Twilight Zone scripts. He co-wrote The Twilight 
Zone Scripts Of Earl Hamner with Earl Hamner, edited Richard Matheson’s 
Nightmare At 20,000 Feet, and has worked with Carol Serling, Richard Matheson, 
Richard Christian Matheson, and George Clayton Johnson on several book 
projects. Tony has published dozens of magazine articles related to the work of 
Rod Serling and frequently presents at Serling-related conferences, conventions 
and events. A board member of the Rod Serling Memorial Foundation, Tony 
serves as vice president and archivist for the organization.

Gail Flug
Music, art, and writing have profoundly shaped Gail Flug’s life. An internationally 
renowned music journalist, Gail has published countless articles, reviews, and 
columns over four decades, often accompanied by her own photography. 
She gained notoriety on Long Island radio as “the local Rivethead” on WBAB’s 
“Fingers Metal Shop” and later hosted the podcast “Metal Filings.” Since 2000, 
Gail has been a graphic designer, merging her skills in writing, photography,  
and design for both print and web. As a board member of the Rod Serling 
Memorial Foundation, Gail channels her creativity into their newsletter, 
merchandise, graphic elements, and marketing. See more: gailflug.com.  

Mark Dawidziak
Mark Dawidziak is the author or editor of 25 books, including three studies of 
landmark television series: The Columbo Phile: A Casebook, The Night Stalker 
Companion and Everything I Need to Know I Learned in the The Twilight Zone. He 
also is an internationally recognized Mark Twain scholar, and five of his books are 
about the iconic American writer. His other books include the horror novel Grave 
Secrets and The Shawshank Redemption Revealed: How One Story Keeps Hope 
Alive. His most recent book is the biography A Mystery of Mysteries: The Death and 
Life of Edgar Allan Poe.



Christopher Benedict 
Christopher Benedict is a writer, historian, and elector with the International 
Boxing Hall of Fame and International Women’s Boxing Hall of Fame. He serves 
on the Ring magazine women’s boxing ratings panel and was a contribut-
ing archive researcher for the 2023 documentary “Right To Fight.” Chris has 
authored seven books on the fight game including The Twilight Rounds: Rod 
Serling Explores the Dark Side of Boxing.

Scott Skelton
Scott Skelton lives in Northfield, Minnesota. He graduated with a degree in 
journalism from the University of Oregon, and has spent his time since in various 
careers as a freelance writer, critic, editor, and occasional graphic designer. He 
completed his first book, Rod Serling’s Night Gallery: An After-Hours Tour in 1998, 
published by Syracuse University Press. His second, a coffee-table book reproducing 
the artwork created for the series, Rod Serling’s Night Gallery: The Art of Darkness, 
was published in 2020 by Creature Features. The following year it won a Rondo 
Hatton Award for Best Horror Art Book. The second edition of the After-Hours Tour, 
much expanded with new research and interview material, appeared in 2022.

Tom Elliot
Tom Elliot launched The Twilight Zone Podcast in 2010, initially sharing short 
reflections on episodes as he rediscovered the show on DVD. Over time, the 
podcast evolved to include episode reviews, short story readings, book reviews, 
event coverage, and interviews. Notable guests have included Anne Serling, 
Earl Holliman, and Bill Mumy. The podcast is now the definitive and longest-
running Twilight Zone podcast. Tom has also covered events like Serling-Fest and 
the Twilight Zone stage play in London. He appeared as a speaker in the BBC 
documentary You’re Entering Rod Serling’s The Twilight Zone alongside notable 
figures like Charlie Brooker. Listen at: www.thetwilightzonepodcast.com

 GUEST SPEAKERS AND PRESENTERS

Chad Boykin  
Chad Ellis Boykin is the creator and owner of Jobber House Press, LLC. He is the 
author of Muay Thai Kickboxing: The Ultimate Guide, The Twilight Zone Haiku, and 
the forthcoming Kaiju Haiku Comic Zine, and Kaiju and Kayfabe: Essays on the 
uniquely interconnected history of giant Japanese monster cinema and the art 
of pro wrestling.

Rikki Santer 
Stopover is Rikki Santer’s poetry collection in tribute to Rod Serling and his series 
Twilight Zone.   Her poems have been published widely and have received many 
honors including 2023 Ohio Poet of the Year. She has had published six full-length 
collections and six chapbook sequences exploring such topics as the Hopewell 
earthworks of Newark, Ohio; the late Kahiki Supper Club of Columbus, Ohio; the art 
of ventriloquism, and the complex world of fashion.  Her collection, Resurrection 
Letter was grand prize short-listed for the Eric Hoffer Book Award and her forth-
coming collection, Shepherd’s Hour, won the Paul Nemser Book Prize from Lily 
Poetry Review Books. Please contact her through her website: www.rikkisanter.com

Jim Benson
Jim Benson lives in San Diego, California. A television historian for more than 
three decades, Jim is host of the nationally syndicated radio program TV Time 
Machine, for which he has interviewed more than 1,000 celebrities, from Mel 
Brooks to Maury Povich. He has contributed to dozens of television productions 
for TV Land, Showtime, Nick at Nite, NBC Universal, CBS Entertainment, and Starz/
Encore. In addition, Scott and Jim Benson have recorded commentaries and 
provided special feature material for Universal’s DVD releases of Night Gallery. 
They have, in addition, provided commentaries for Image Entertainment’s blu-ray 
releases for The Twilight Zone and Kino Lorber’s blu-ray releases of Night Gallery.



 FRIDAY

06:00: 	“Grady Everett For the People” | STARS OVER HOLLYWOOD
	 Rod Serling’s first script to be produced on national television, introduced by Nicholas Parisi, president 
 	 of the Rod Serling Memorial Foundation and author of Rod Serling: His Life, Work, And Imagination. 		
	 (Original episode airdate: 09/13/50)

06:35: 	“One of the Wounded” / “The Homecoming of Lemuel Stove” | THE LONER 	  
	 Two episodes of Rod Serling’s post-Twilight Zone western series, introduced by Tony Albarella, author 		
	 and editor of As Timeless As Infinity: The Twilight Zone Scripts of Rod Serling. (Original episode airdates: 		
	 10/16/65 and 11/20/65)

07:45: 	“The Caterpillar” / “They’re Tearing Down Tim Riley’s Bar,” | ROD SERLING’S NIGHT GALLERY
	 Two of the finest episodes of Rod Serling’s Night Gallery, introduced by Scott Skelton and Jim Benson, 	
	 co-authors of Rod Serling’s Night Gallery: An After-Hours Tour. (Original episode airdates: 3/1/72 and 
 	 1/20/71

09:00: “In Praise of Pip” / “Deaths-Head Revisited” | THE TWILIGHT ZONE 
	 Two classic Twilight Zone episodes (one with original bumpers and commercials), introduced  
	 by Anne Serling – Rod’s daughter and author of As I Knew Him: My Dad, Rod Serling.  
	 (Original episode airdates: 09/27/63 and 11/10/61)

  SATURDAY
10:00: 	Welcoming Remarks and Video Tributes: Nicholas Parisi

10:30: 	Serling Unscripted: Tony Albarella
	 Through an array of interview clips, Rod Serling exhibits his trademark wisdom and insight on topics such 	
	 as race, politics, The Twilight Zone, writing, and television.

11:45: 	The Twilight Rounds: Christopher Benedict
	 Christopher Benedict (boxing historian and author of The Twilight Rounds) explores Rod’s affinity for the 		
	 fight game, as exhibited in Requiem for a Heavyweight, The Twilight Zone’s “The Big, Tall Wish” and 		
	 some of Rod’s earliest works of fiction.

12:30: 	Rock From the Twilight Zone: Gail Flug
	 Longtime music journalist, Gail Flug discusses the many times that Rod Serling’s most famous creation 		
	 crossed over into the dimension of rock ‘n roll in a multi-media presentation. (Earplugs optional)  

01:15 – 02:30: LUNCH BREAK

02:30: 	No Christmas This Year: Tom Elliot
	 Tom Elliot (host of The Twilight Zone Podcast) dives deep into Serling history, presenting a fresh take 	
	 on 	one of Rod’s earliest pieces of work, “No Christmas This Year,” originally produced on Rod Serling’s 		
	 Antioch College radio series.

03:45: 	Odes for Episodes: Two Poets Inspired by The Twilight Zone: Chad Boykin and Riki Santer
		  The authors of Stopover and Twilight Zone Haiku team up for a reading of poetry inspired by Rod’s 		
		  dimension of imagination.

04:30: 	Rod in Ohio: Mark Dawidziak
	 Author Mark Dawidziak discusses a pivotal time in Rod Serling’s career – his time writing for Cincinnati 		
	 radio and television, and reveals plans that are underway to honor Rod in the Buckeye State.

05:15: 	High Values, Highly Valued: Anne Serling, Mark Olshaker, Mark Dawidziak
	 Mark Dawidziak joins Anne Serling and Mark Olshaker to discuss Rod Serling’s well-known social 		
	 conscience and how it informed his life and work.

06:30: 	An After-Hours Tour: Scott Skelton and Jim Benson
	 The co-authors of the definitive book on Rod Serling’s Night Gallery provide a guided tour through 		
	 Rod’s museum of the macabre.

07:30: 	Raffle Drawing and Closing Remarks


