
“The Banquet” 
copyright © 2025 by Josh Broadbooks 

Opening Narration 

It's 6:11 p.m. at the Hoover Event Hall, Downtown Northwood, 
and the savory aroma of beef and garlic permeates the room. 
Inside these walls, pearl necklaces and expensive wristwatches 
adorn those bearing an invitation to this rather unusual black-tie 
charity gala. Outside are the unhoused and hungry, petitioning 
passersby for a small portion of their excess. Only one of these 
groups will dine here this evening, and the unanticipated choice is 
in the hands of the privileged. What neither company knows is 
that tonight's entrée has been meticulously prepared...in the 
Twilight Zone. 

Closing Narration 

The cynical say that the quickest way to equalization is to remove 
the extremes. Northwood's formerly wealthiest have, fatally and 
unknowingly, dined their way to that end—leaving this world well-
dressed and well-fed and entering the next via the Great Equalizer 
known as...the Twilight Zone. 


