
	 “The Hero’s Tale” 
copyright © 2025 by Stan Werse 

Opening Narration 

The year—1958. The place—a typical small liberal arts school in 
the Midwest. Junior Professor Charlie Shoemaker teaches Fable 
and Mythology. His expertise is considered irrelevant in the Space 
Age. He’s a laughingstock who’s rapidly being derailed from the 
tenure track.  

Lost in his own world of fantasy, Charlie longs for a time-and-
place where, maybe—just maybe—he can be a hero. And he’s 
about to find out that fables and myths might be as real as rocket 
ships and atom smashers when you matriculate in the Twilight 
Zone. 

Closing Narration 

Charlie Shoemaker—formerly, a shy nebbish, an ineffectual day-
dreamer, a weakling. Currently, a resident of another locus in quo. 
A world where he’s important, where his knowledge is 
consequential, where the stories he loves are real. A recent emigre 
to—and citizen in good standing of—the Twilight Zone.


